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month, and leave the workplace in order to
do so.

Now, this simply should not be the case.
So today I’m announcing new steps to re-
move some of the barriers facing working
Americans and to help the families get the
food they need.

First, it would allow States to provide re-
cipients with an automatic 3-month food
stamp benefit as they make the transition
from welfare to work. This gives new workers
stability in what can be a trying time. Second,
we’re eliminating unnecessary bureaucracies
by allowing recipients up to 6 months to re-
port income changes, reducing the amount
of time they spend in food stamp offices.
Third, if we want people to work, they need
to be able to get to work. Today’s action will
make it easier for food stamp recipients to
own a dependable car without having to sac-
rifice proper nutrition for their children. This
builds on the steps we took in the Agriculture
appropriation bill I signed last month. Fi-
nally, to ensure that the families who need
assistance get it, we are requiring States to
let recipients know that they’re still eligible
for food stamps when they start to work
again.

Supporting hard-pressed working families
is the right policy for America. It’s also the
smart thing to do. It encourages millions of
people to take responsibility to strengthen
their families, as well as our economy. I urge
our Nation’s Governors to implement these
steps so that all working families get the nu-
tritional benefits they need and deserve. And
again I call on Congress to restore food stamp
benefits to hard-working legal immigrants
and to raise the minimum wage for all work-
ing families this year. No family working full-
time and playing by the rules should have
to raise children in poverty. In the coming
weeks, Congress still has the chance to honor
and award work by raising the minimum
wage for our hardest pressed working fami-
lies.

Thirty years ago Robert Kennedy re-
minded us that work is the meaning of what
the country is all about. With the actions out-
lined today, we can create new opportunities
for hard-working families and move our Na-
tion closer to the time when everyone willing

to work for it can achieve the American
dream.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5 p.m., local
time, on November 17 in the Briefing Suite at
the Daewoo Hotel in Hanoi, Vietnam, for broad-
cast at 10:06 a.m., e.s.t., on November 18. Due
to the 12-hour time difference, the radio address
was broadcast after the President’s schedule of ac-
tivities in Vietnam for November 18 had been
completed. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on November
17 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast.
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Thank you very much. Ms. Liu, thank you
for your remarks and for your introduction—
and for your excellent English, much better
than my Vietnamese. [Laughter] I thank Sec-
retary Mineta and the other members of the
American delegation. And thank you,
Flemming Jacobs, for making us feel wel-
come in this magnificent port. I would also
like to thank the members of the Vietnamese
Government and the government of Ho Chi
Minh City who are here. I thank you all for
the time that we have had together these last
few days.

I wanted to come here today to this re-
markable place, which symbolizes Vietnam’s
gateway to the future, to say that one of the
things I have learned in the last 3 days is
that Vietnam has an ancient history, but it
is still a very young nation. Over half your
people were born in the last 30 years. And
your best days clearly lie ahead, as you con-
tinue to find the means to release the skills
and the ingenuity of your people.

Over the last decade, Vietnam has taken
positive strides toward economic and social
reform. In less than a decade, you have seen
income per person rise almost 70 percent.
You have lifted more than 15 million people
out of poverty. You have eradicated polio.
And this container port is an astonishing ex-
ample of how Vietnam is seizing the new op-
portunities of the 21st century.
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You should be very proud of what you have
built here. I can tell you that any nation in
the world would be happy to have a facility
like this. And it should cause you to imagine
just how much more you can achieve.

Already in the last decade, Vietnam’s ex-
ports to the world have increased by 6 times
over. You will grow even more as your econ-
omy becomes more open and the rule of law
develops. More investment will come when
people see Vietnamese entrepreneurs cre-
ating companies like APL. And many more
companies like APL will be created if foreign
and domestic investors see barriers to invest-
ment fall in a more business-friendly Viet-
nam.

Already the people of Vietnam have the
highest rate of literacy in Southeast Asia.
Imagine how much more you will achieve
as even more young people gain more free-
dom to shape the decisions that affect their
lives if vigorous competition and innovation
bring down the cost of using the Internet
for all your school children and all your en-
trepreneurs, so that all Vietnamese people
can benefit from the free and open exchange
of ideas.

Another of your great strengths is the burst
of ambitious young people who enter the job
market every year, about 1.4 million of them.
Your country’s leaders have acknowledged
that state-owned enterprises alone cannot
create enough good jobs for all of them. But
Vietnam’s young people have the talent and
ideas to create the jobs of the future for
themselves in a new era of entrepreneurship,
innovation, and competition. That must be
the future for Vietnam and its young people.

Among those who are ready to work with
you to build that future are Vietnamese living
abroad, including about one million in the
United States. With us here today are two
Vietnamese-American sisters, their names
are Nguyen Cao Thang and Truong Bich
Diep. They run a pharmaceutical company
named OPV. It was one of Vietnam’s most
successful companies in the early 1970’s, and
now our Government has given them a loan
to build a new manufacturing plant just out-
side this city.

Overseas, Vietnamese want to invest in
your country, not only with their money but
with their hearts. We are glad to be helping

them to return, and we thank you, the people
and the Government of Vietnam, for wel-
coming them home.

The trade agreement the United States has
signed with Vietnam will help even more in-
vestors come to your country. It will also help
to develop a more open, sophisticated free
market, based on international rules of law.
And that will bring more rewards for the cre-
ativity and initiative of the remarkable Viet-
namese people. Both our nations should rat-
ify this agreement and implement it. The
changes it will bring should be embraced, not
feared.

I told your leaders in Hanoi a couple of
days ago that the United States is committed
to providing assistance to Vietnam to help
to implement this trade agreement. Among
other things, we will establish a $200 million
line of credit to support U.S. investment in
Vietnam, and we and your Government have
agreed to begin an economic dialog to discuss
how we can work together to grow our
economies in ways that truly improve peo-
ple’s lives.

I believe you can avoid some of the mis-
takes that the United States and other indus-
trialized countries made on their way to pros-
perity, thanks to the revolution in informa-
tion technology and in the economics of en-
ergy. For example, we know today that pro-
tecting the environment is actually good for
the economy. It preserves natural resources
and helps to prevent natural disasters like the
terrible flooding Vietnam has experienced
these last 2 years. We now know that the
more you invest in workers, raising their skills
and protecting their rights, the more produc-
tive they will be and the more profitable
companies will be, and the stronger national
economies will grow.

I am very pleased that on Friday we signed
an agreement with the Vietnamese Govern-
ment to begin a dialog on labor issues, on
safety and standards in the workplace and
on the skills workers need for this new infor-
mation economy, as well as the protections
they will need from its disruptions. No one
can deny the importance of these issues as
we work together for a better future. But no
one should deny Vietnam the opportunity to
grow. That is the meaning of our trade agree-
ment; that is the meaning of this port. The
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workers here at this port know better than
anyone that trade lifts wages, raises stand-
ards, opens opportunities.

It has been a great privilege for me to see
today and over the last few days what the
Vietnamese people have accomplished. I
have been deeply moved by my visit here.
I came here, in part, because I believe that
America and Vietnam are linked not just by
a shared and often tragic past that must be
honored and remembered, but that we have
a bright future that we can build together
to liberate our people and their potential.

The years of animosity are past. Today we
have a shared interest in your well-being and
your prosperity. We have a stake in your fu-
ture, and we wish to be your partners. We
wish you success.

Chuc cac ban suc khoe va thanh cong.
Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. on the
dock at the Vietnam International Container Ter-
minals. In his remarks, he referred to Le Thi Hai
Lieu, director, Duc Thanh Company; and
Flemming Jacobs, chief executive officer, Nep-
tune Orient Lines, Ltd. (NOL Group) and its sub-
sidiary, APL. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a United States-
Vietnamese Business Forum
Reception in Ho Chi Minh City
November 19, 2000

Thank you very much. First, thank you for
your warm welcome, Mr. Chairman. And let
me thank all the members of the Vietnamese
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the
U.S.-Vietnam Trade Council, U.S.–ASEAN
Business Council and the American Cham-
ber of Commerce for bringing us all together
today.

I am honored to be here with distin-
guished Members of the United States Con-
gress and my Cabinet and administration and
American business leaders who are inter-
ested in Vietnam.

I hope this trip has helped the American
people to see Vietnam in a new way and has
encouraged the people of Vietnam to see
America in a new way, so that we will have
a partnership for the future.

One important element of that partnership
is our bilateral trade agreement, and I want
to thank all of you here for your efforts to
bring it about. There are so many Americans
who want to play a positive role in Vietnam’s
future, including one million Americans of
Vietnamese heritage.

There are also a lot of American business
people who came here many years ago, dur-
ing the conflict—people like Jim Kimsey,
who is on my trip here—who have done very
well in the high-tech economy and other
areas, who would like to give back to Vietnam
and do something positive to build a better
future.

I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, for
the work that you have done here in Ho Chi
Minh City to promote private economic
growth and to encourage others to be part-
ners with you in the future. And I hope that
all of us will be able to celebrate that kind
of future because of your leadership and the
policies of the Government of Vietnam and
the willingness of the people of Vietnam to
support this new direction.

Again, let me thank all of you for making
my family and my delegation feel so welcome
in Vietnam. I thank you for your vision for
this young and dynamic country, and I am
going home determined to continue the part-
nership we have for a better future for the
people of Vietnam, the people of the United
States, and all those whom we can reach to-
gether.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:53 p.m. at city
hall. In his remarks, he referred to Vo Viet Thanh,
chairman, Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee;
and James V. Kimsey, founder, America OnLine.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Statement on the Appointment of
Donna Shalala as President of the
University of Miami
November 19, 2000

I congratulate Secretary Shalala on her ap-
pointment as president of the University of
Miami, a post she will assume on June 1.
She is a talented manager and an energetic
leader who will bring great experience to the


